Small cetacean hunting on the coast of Japan
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Temporary standard

for estimating allowable catch quota
Quoted from a notice issued by Fishery Agency Far Sea department in May 2006
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Based on results of sighting surveys conducted by the National
Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries of the Fisheries Research
Agency of Japan, the temporary estimated resource amount of
small cetaceans is calculated and submitted to the Fishery Agency.

The Fishery Agency decides the catch quota by multiplying the
"1" by the following numerical value, and then informs the area
that is conducting the hunt.

Regarding species which are highly social such as the Short-finned Pilot Whale,

or species whose temporary estimated population is less than 10,000 individuals,
such as the False Killer Whale, 2% of estimated (2) population is allowed to be
caught.

Regarding species which are not as social and whose life history is "lesscomplex",
such as the Dall's Porpoise, 4% of estimated population is allowed to be caught.
Regarding species between (1) and (2) such as the Bottolenose Dolphin,

the Striped Dolphin, the Pantropical Spotted Dolphin and the Rissa's

Dolphin 3% of estimated population is allowed to be caught.

When a new catch quota is required, it should be permitted only
within the established quota. Demand outside of the quota should
be permitted under the condition that the NRIFSF conducts adeg-
uate research with the cooperation of the local area concerned
and if the NRIFSF concludes it is acceptable.
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Quota of allowable catch / actual catch of small-type whaling & dolphin hunting
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Period of small-type whaling & dolphin hunting
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