
1.   Reform plans as a package proposal to be adopted by consensus ?
There have been international disputes over the lifting of the moratorium on commercial whaling. This proposal is merely 
an extension of Japan’s past arguments, and there are no new elements in the proposal which can lead to consensus with 
anti-whaling parties.  

2.   Plan to establish the Sustainable Whaling Committee ?
Japan reasons that it is not fair to have only the conservation committee, as the IWC is designed to conserve and manage 
cetaceans. Nonetheless, management must be based on the premise of conservation that both whaling and anti-whaling 
countries should have an interest in, and certainly take some conservation measures. The proposed “Sustainable Whaling 
Committee,” on the other hand, blocks anti-whaling countries from joining, and pushes forward its agenda among only the 
whaling nations. This structure only undermines consensus-building and does not lead it in the way the proposal states.

3.   Procedural change in resource management ?
The backpedaling from the three-quarters majority to the simple majority vote is not only ineffective in solving the 
deadlock or deepening the discussion, but will also intensify the vote-gathering race. If Japan ignores the criticism about 
using ODA to buy votes from developing nations, the international condemnation is only expected to become worse.

4.   Partial lift on moratorium ?
Japan claims that the moratorium need not be lifted if a catch limit can be set up for species not facing extinction. It cannot 
be forgotten that it was the failure of managing commercial whaling that led to the establishment of moratorium. It was 
commercial whaling that pushed non-threatened whale species to near extinction with overhunting and malicious 
violations of regulations. In addition, the consensus that should be the foundation for lifting the ban has not been reached, 
especially with regards to a systematic structure which ensures the same mistakes will not be repeated. 

proposal  to deregulate procedures and to set  up a 

“sustainable whaling commission” not only manifests the 

country’s motive to lower the hurdle to restart commercial 

whaling, but also disregards the past 30 years of discussion 

since the moratorium.

In advance to the opening of the 66th IWC meeting, the 

Japanese government announced in June a proposal for 

“IWC reform.”  Coming out of the current deadlock and 

building international consensus, may be sought by every 

member country of the commission. However, Japan’s 

We Oppose Japan’s “IWC Reform” Proposal

Even after the International Court of Justice ruled JARPA II 

did not serve scientific purposes four years ago, Japan 

launched a new research whaling program, shirking 

international condemnations. Furthermore, bringing sei 

whales from high seas as part of research whaling is now 

pointed out as a violation of the CITES. Taking these 

circumstances into consideration, it is doubtful Japan can 

show credibility and gain support from other member 

countries when Japan asks for a partial lift on the ban.

Lastly, it should be noted that the major Japanese marine 

product companies have already announced their intention 

to not reenter the whaling industry even if commercial 

whaling was to restart. Currently, there are no corporations 

that are willing to start commercial whaling in the high seas. 

Proposing this plan, which has no possibility of being 

adopted, will only worsen Japan’s reputation and serves no 

merit to the citizens of Japan.
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Half of the average weight of each whale 

species is used for the rough estimate of 

t h e  t o t a l  v o l ume  o f  wh a l e  me a t  

produced by the IWC nations (12 tons / 

sei whale, 2 tons / minke whale, 8 tons / 

Bryde’ s whale,  20 tons / humpback 

whale, 15 tons / grey whale, 25 tons / 

bowhead, and 30 tons / sperm whale). 

Fin whale meat volume is estimated at 15 

t on s  pe r  wha l e  u s i ng  t he  we igh t  

imported to Japan from Iceland, which 

hunts fin whales mainly for export to 

Japan, divided by catch number.

A Glimpse of Reality 
in Whale Meat Use Through Global Whale Meat Supply

Japan’s small type-whaling and dolphin hunt
 (Japan collects statistics on catch number and weight voluntarily) 

Canada’s aboriginal subsistence whaling 
(Catch number obtained from Japan Whaling Association for the graph）

Indonesia’s sperm whale hunt
 (Catch number obtained from Tomoko Egami, 2010 for the graph) 

The Philippines’ Bryde’s whale hunt
 (Catch number obtained from Japan Whaling Association for the graph)

Aboriginal subsistence whaling
 (USA, Russia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Denmark) 

Commercial whaling by countries objected to (Norway) or 
registered reservation on (Iceland) the IWC moratorium 

Japan’s research whaling

In addition to the above, cetaceans are caught by way of bycatch in fixed nets in Japan and South Korea, and by dolphin hunt (some 

of which are for animal feed use). However, aside from the information in Japan, data on dolphin hunt catch numbers and volume is 

scarcely available, as is the data for bycatch in South Korea.

1.  The world’s whale meat production has been approximately 10,000 tons since the beginning of this century, 
     and has been steadily decreasing. 

2.  A little under 50% of the total production volume is supplied to Japan. 

3.  Whale meat volume supplied and consumed outside of Japan fluctuates around 6000 tons.

4.  The volume produced by and consumed within Japan is in steady decline since its peak in 2006. 

Where Whales Are Hunted

Outside of the IWC Jurisdiction 
(Data not regularly compiled nor available publically)

Conclusion

Determining the Volume 
from the Catch Number 
in the IWC Report
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Under the IWC Jurisdiction
 (Data regularly compiled and available publically)
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