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People know that Japan is a country
that eats whale meat,

but Japanese people may not have much
of an appetite for it after all.

The amount an average Japanese person
eats in one year is a mere 23.7g

— that is virtually the same weight

as half a chocolate bar or a slice of ham.
Hard to believe?
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Half of the total animal protein consumed
by Japanese people comes from seafood.
In 2010, the average annual consumption
per person was 29.2kg for animal meat and

The Trend in Average Person's
Annual Consumption of Meat and Seafood

The Trend in Whale Meat Supply and Inventory
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The Trend in
Whale Meat Consumption

Do not be misled by the Japanese government’s adamant
behavior that “Japan must have a strong intrinsic demand
for whale meat.” For many Japanese, whale meat is
something we can live without. It can be proven by the
statistical data released by the government and the ICR,
as seen here.

The Volume of Whale Meat at the Top 10

Domestic Wholesale Markets
® vs. Icelandic Whale Meat

The import of whale meat stopped in 1992 but started again in 2008 and the
volume is gradually increasing. On the other hand, the whale meat volume handled
in wholesale markets has been decreasing since 2006, resulting in the volume of
imported whale meat surpassing the total whale meat volume handled in Japan’s

top 10 wholesale markets in 2011.

And yet, Japan organizes expeditions to go all the way
to Antarctica to catch whales. This is done under the
name of “research” but another mission is to secure a
supply of whale meat, which is vital as it creates funding
for the continuance of the operation. However, as seen
before, there is simply not enough demand for whale
meat to cover the cost.

Adding to the already sluggish sales of meat from the
research whaling, the cheap imported whale meat from
Iceland is now on the market and is dominating the
market share.

Although Icelandic whale meat is performing better,
the sales growth is limited, as evident in the plummeting
imported whale meat price.

In an effort to improve their meat sales, the Institute of
Cetacean Research introduced a bidding system for the
whale meat supply from the 2011 operation in Northwest
Pacific. The result only further demonstrated the dying
demand for whale meat.

Whale Meat Price

on a Customs Clearance Basis

The figure shows the price of

whale meat imported from Iceland.
The price has been dropping

since the restart of the trade in 2008,
and it is likely due to the slow sales.
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The Results of
the By-Product Auction
from JARPN Il 2011

The sales of whale meat

from research whaling are indeed doing very poorly.

Because wholesalers that used to buy whale meat by
negotiation stopped buying, a new selling route had to be
established, and the new auction system was introduced.

For five months since November 2011, 13 auctions were held,
but they were only able to sell 25% of the total supply. 75%
remained unsold.

Minke whale

Bryde's whale

Unsold Sold

303.1t

908.8t

Sources:

The Institute for
Cetacean Research
2012.4.30

Sei whale

Bryde's whale / Baleen
length: 12.6~13m, weight: 12~20t

These graphs were compiled based on the data released by Japan,
its trade partner, and the ICR that conducts research whaling.
All Graph by SAKUMA, Junko



Our Tax Money is Wasted

18,321,589,000 Yen

That is the total amount of government subsidy (including
the supplementary budget) spent on research whaling since
its commencement. Despite the government’s generous
funding, Japanese research methods are internationally

criticized. Now is really the time to rethink research whaling.

110,000,000,000 Yen

This is the amount Japan spent on fisheries aid in develop-
ing countries. Much of the money was used to build public
buildings i.e. fisheries complexes, but not only does it not
help the welfare of local people, many are suffering from
high maintenance fees and some buildings are already
deserted It is characteristic that may of the recipients of the
aid vote with Japan at IWC. We must think of real benefits
for the local people and help invest in creating sustainable
communities.

Rare Populations in Japanese
Coasts Facing Threat

Fin whales, whose meat is being imported from Iceland,

and sei whales, which many remained unsold at the auction,
are both listed as Endangered (EN) in ITUCN.

Still, the Japanese government claims whaling as its tradi-
tion and culture to the international audience and domesti-
cally it is desperately trying to increase whale meat
consumption through various campaigns. This is not some-
thing a mature, diplomatic nation should do.

The forth type of whaling

=By-caught whales in coastal Japan

l The estimated number of by-catch J-stock By-catch believed to be non-J stock

*Total reported number indicated in red

Sea of Japan Sea of Okhotsk Northern Pacific

Southern Pacific

This year, 2012, the government of Japan proposed to catch
minke whales at the four whaling bases in Abashiri, Ayukawa,
Wada and Taiji. These stations are currently used for the
coastal whaling operations, catching Baird’s beaked whales
and pilot whales that are outside the management of IWC,
and minke whales off Ayukawa and Kushiro for coastal
scientific research, outsourced by the ICR.

One of the two distinct minke populations identified along
the coasts of Japan is the “J-stock” in the Sea of Japan, and it
has been protected as a rare population. Every year, around
120 whales from this population are caught by the ubiquitous
fixed nets but it is not mentioned in the government’s
proposal. The government affirms that it will not catch within
10km off the coastline (where the J-stock is found) but the
possibility that whales from the rare population getting
caught cannot be refuted.

Two years ago, Japan hosted the 10th Convention on Biologi-
cal Biodiversity, and until the end of this year,

Japan is still the chair to the convention. For people who
depend on the richness of the sea, preserving marine biodi-
versity is a life or death issue. What Japan has been doing
with regards to whaling is not appropriate for a host country
that should be leading the objectives of the treaty.
Furthermore, it goes against the Aichi Target that itself
brought to adoption, which calls for the elimination of
harmful subsidies.

IKAN strongly requests for a reconsideration of the Japanese
government research whaling program and the coastal
whaling in the Okhostsk Sea indicated in this year’s proposal.

What the Japanese government has been doing, and what it is
trying to do in the future, is not acceptable for a mere 24 grams.
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o Southern Pacific

o The Stranding Records and ICR newsletter no.444
(The distribution pattern of O-stock, and J-stock based on genetic information, p16, ICR 2009)

published by Institute of Cetacean Research are used to determine the estimated number of by-caught J-stock.

The numbers are rounded off to full figures. (Junko Sakuma)
Further details of current situation of J-stock can be found in the reports “SC-62-NPM11 pdf.”
and “SC-62-NPM pdf.” put forward to WC62.

In 2001, the reported number was from July 1st. Reference: The Fishery Agency, ICR
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